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Water supply near Brightwater site in dispute

By Christopher Schwarzen
Times Snohomish County Bureau

A dispute over a Brightwater agreement to protect a public
water supply has King County and the Lake Forest Park
Water District in mitigation talks.

The two sides met last week for the first time after months of
back-and-forth correspondence over how each side reads the
carefully worded agreement signed in 2005.

At issue is whether King County is expected to construct a
backup water system as a preventive measure before it
begins underground drilling through the area.

The county's tunneling for piping connected to the Brightwater
sewage plant, located close to the intersection of Highways 9
and 522 immediately north of Woodinville, will run over the
water district's aquifer, which is clean enough not to need
chlorinated treatment before being sent to the district's 860
residential customers.

Lake Forest Park Water District officials fear tunneling could
permanently damage the aquifer and the water quality its
customers have come to expect, said Dan Mundall, an
engineer for the water district.

"We expected they would preemptively drill us a new well
when they initiate construction,” Mundall said. "They're trying
a bit now to assault the permanency of the
backupwater-supply measures."

The agreement calls for either drilling a new well or
connecting to Seattle Public Utilities' water system, which is
chlorinated. While the second option would provide water to
the district's customers, it would not be at the level of service
those customers have come to expect, Mundall said.

The agreement specifically calls both options "one form of
community incentive and mitigation for this essential public
facility."

The word "incentive" makes it seem to the water district that a

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/snohomishcountynews/20039199...

ADVERTISIMG

©

Brightwater

228TH 5T./S.E. -
plant site
Wellington
240TH STS.E. Hills Golf
__ | _SNOHOMISHCOUNTY _ = Lo
= KING COUNTY
T WOODINVILLE
= g
= Bothell =
™! Business g aLVOOD'Ww“
I £
Park § ALy R,
(35 BOTHELL 2
S
G22) &
oW
(=)
o ’3%
B \& A
bl =9 N
= %
™ 4

THE SEATTLE TIMES

enlarge

Editor's Note | Winner had a little
help — Internet

Reserves may give taxpayers a
break

Water supply near Brightwater site
in dispute

Urban village may be next for
industrial site

Report: There's room for growth

Punishment alone won't protect us
from sex predators

permanent well should be constructed before tunneling. Mundall says this agreement was signed in
lieu of a monetary payment such as most municipalities received, including Snohomish County, which
received nearly $70 million for parks, sidewalks and other infrastructure projects near the sewage

plant.

The water district gave up its right to appeal the environmental-impact statement that came under

intense scrutiny by grassroots groups challenging the project.

The biggest concerns raised were how King County would deal with seismic issues at the plant site
and along conveyance routes. A failure at either could send raw sewage into drinking-water aquifers.

But King County officials say that after studying the issue, a new well is not feasible and have leaned
more toward an intertie with Seattle to provide water in case of contamination. They also suggest in
correspondence that either option is not precursory but only to be completed should there be some

issue with the aquifer.

"We put together an agreement, and now there is

a dispute," said Gunars Sreibers, the Brightwater
project manager. "Right now, we're really trying to
understand any concerns the water district has."
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contest. Local judges will choose the winners in each
category, and all attendees will go home with a gift bag.
Visit NWsource to RSVP.
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about two years to complete, Sreibers said.

Final preparation for building construction also is
under way, and King County is still on schedule
to have the plant operational by 2010.

"There have been some delays in bidding processes, but we're still on schedule," Sreibers said.

Christopher Schwarzen: 425-745-7813 or cschwarzen@seattletimes.com
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