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DISTRIBUTION

The distribution system includes water mains, valves, fire hydrants, and services.  This section
summarizes the District’s design and performance standards for distribution works and then
describes their operation and status.  Findings of a detailed hydraulic analysis follow in a
subsequent section.

(a) Design and Performance Standards

All system facilities designed to meet Good Engineering Practice and DOH guidelines as
outlined in DOH “Water System Design Manual”, dated June 1999, DOH #331-123.  Fire flows
shall at a minimum meet the current ISO fire flow schedule.

Basic distribution system performance criteria summary:

♦ Maximum desirable service pressure at 120 psi under static conditions.
♦ Minimum desirable service pressure at 30 psi at peak hourly demand.
♦ Minimum residual service pressure at 20 psi during maximum day demand plus fire flow.
♦ Minimum available fire flow shall be 1,000 gpm at maximum day flow, duration 2 hours
♦ Minimum water main pressure under any event is 5 psi except for transmission mains

adjacent to reservoirs.
♦ Maximum velocity eight feet per second at maximum day, preferably under peak hour.
♦ Minimum flushing velocity of 2.5 feet per second for all mains.
♦ Customers are responsible for reducing pressures that are above 80 psi at service point.

PRV Design and Performance Criteria:

• All PRVs shall be designed with parallel valves to be able to safely carry required
minimum and maximum flows without valve needling or hydraulic head loss.

• All PRV stations to include pressure relief capable of limiting downstream pressure
increase to less than 25 psi in the event of valve failure.

• All PRV stations to have suitable precast chambers with approved access, ventilation and
drainage.

Water Main Design Criteria:

♦ Loop all new mains for redundancy and water circulation.
♦ Mains not serving fire hydrants sized for customer demand only to avoid stagnation.
♦ Eight inch minimum diameter for all mains serving fire hydrants.
♦ Valve spacing in new water main design not to exceed 350 feet; minimum three valves

per cross, and two valves per tee including fire hydrant lateral connections.
♦ Air/vacuum release valves to be placed at all high points
♦ Cover depth at three foot minimum, all pipe to be buried with 14 gauge tracer wire for

radio location.
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Size of Water Pressure (PSI)
Water Service 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65
Meter Line Gallons Per Minute (GPM)
5/8" 3/4" 5.3 7.5 10.5 12.8 14.3 15.0 16.5 17.3
3/4" 3/4" 7.5 10.5 12.0 13.5 16.5 18.0 21.0 22.5
3/4" 1" 11.3 15.0 17.3 20.3 22.5 24.0 26.3 27.8
1" 3/4" 9.0 11.3 13.5 15.0 18.0 19.5 22.5 24.0
1" 1" 13.5 18.0 20.3 25.5 28.5 30.0 31.5 31.5

♦ Pipe construction, sleeved ductile iron for sizes six inch or over; 200 psi polyethylene or
PVC for smaller size mains not serving fire hydrants. High Density Polyethylene (HDPE)
is suitable for transmission mains and undeveloped areas.

Fire Hydrant Design Criteria:

♦ Fire hydrant spacing in all new construction is not to exceed 700 feet with no more than
350 feet to the farthest property line.

♦ Commercial and multi-family areas, fire flow less than 2,500 gpm.  400 feet maximum
between hydrants.  All buildings within 300 feet of one hydrant, or as required by Fire
Marshall.

♦ High fire flow areas, greater than 2,500 gpm.  One accessible fire hydrant for each 1,250
gpm of required flow within 150 feet of building.  One additional accessible fire hydrant
for each 1,250 gpm within 450 feet of building. Buildings having required fire flows of
less than 2,000 gpm may have fire hydrants on one side of the building only.  When the
required fire flow is over 2,500 gpm, the fire hydrants shall be served by a main which
loops around the building or complex of buildings and reconnects back into the
distribution main.

♦ All hydrants are to be accessible to fire department pumpers and over roads capable of
supporting such fire apparatus. The Fire Marshall shall determine the location of the fire
hydrants depending on utility, topography and building location.

Service Connection  Design Criteria

♦ Service meters will be replaced on a periodic basis which may coincide with
manufacturers warranty, or may be extended up to 50% based on test sampling of meters
removed from service.

♦ New service lines will be constructed of 200 psi class polyethylene and will have an
attached tracer wire with termination in valve boxes for easy location.

♦ It is the customer’s responsibility to provide internal pressure relief.  The District will
notify all existing customers in advance if a check valve is to be installed in their service.

♦ Connection Sizes

a. The size of a service connection and meter shall be determined by the
required flow and shall not be less than the following (sizing for larger
capacities shall be made by the District engineer):



PART THREE

Lake Forest Park Water District Comprehensive Water System Plan    3–20     \\Raid\RAID-2\SYSTEM PLAN WORK\LFPWD_PLAN.doc

b. All multiple unit residences, apartments, manufactured home parks, and
motels shall be serviced by one connection and one meter, except that the
owner may elect to treat each unit as a separate single residence and in such
case there shall be installed an individual meter for each unit at the owner's
expense.

c. The pipe size for a service connection shall not be less than the size of the
meter as set forth in the water application. At the discretion of the District,
larger pipes may be installed to provide water to more than one meter from
a single connection, provided such single pipe installation results in an
appreciable savings in the total installation costs.

The above items are summarized design standards for the network.  Detailed construction
standards are delineated in Part Seven of this document.

(b) General Description and Condition

The District’s distribution system includes over 12 miles of looping and dead end mains ranging
in size from two inch to twelve inch that convey water by gravity from the HGL 449 and HGL
292 reservoirs.  Figure 3-6 is a map of the network illustrates the layout, pressure zones and size.
The mains serve 860 service meters and 93 fire hydrants over terrain ranging from a low
elevation of 20 feet near Lake Washington up to 350 feet in the north end of the District on 51st

Place NE  There are also 72 lots in the north end of the District that are presently served by NUD
and SWD but are within District boundaries.  The highest service elevation of these lots is over
430 feet.  The District has plans to assume service for at least some of these lots within the next
ten years, and these plans are considered in the hydraulic analysis and plan in the following
section.
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PART SEVEN  - CONST RUCTION STANDARDS

This section outlines policies and details of the District’s standards for construction of
water system facilities including water mains, pumping stations, PRV stations, reservoirs,
wells, service lines and meters.  Please refer to Part III System Analysis for discussion of
design, performance and engineering standards.

I. DEVELOPER EXTENSION POLICIES

POLICY

It is the policy of the District to encourage extensions of the water system to serve
development within the boundaries of the District.  These extensions (a) may be
constructed by the District and financed by means of assessments against the property
benefited within the limits of a utility local improvement district or (b) may be
constructed by the property owner or developer in accordance with these regulations.

STANDARDS FOR WATER SYSTEM DESIGN

All extensions to the water system must at minimum conform to the design standards of
the District, and to Washington State of Department of Health Water System Design
Manual, 1999 or later.

APPLICATION FOR EXTENSIONS

(a) Application for extension of the District water system to serve newly
developed property shall be made by the owner of the property or his agent on the official
application form supplied by the District.  (See Appendix 7-A).  The Application for
extension must be submitted to the District and approved by the Commissioners before
design and construction.

(b)  It is the present policy for the District to contribute for cost of general
facilities, such as oversized mains, PRVs and pumping stations, proportionately as the
same are considered to benefit other portions of the District.  The District engineer will
determine, subject to approval of the Commissioners, whether improvements required to
be installed by a developer, may be considered general facilities of benefit to other
portions of the District, and the amount of the District's fair proportionate share of the
cost of such facilities. The Commissioners will determine what amount, if any, will be
contributed by the District.
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APPROVAL OF WATER MAIN INSTALLED

Installation of water mains shall be by persons approved by the District.  Installers must
submit evidence of their competence and experience satisfactory to the District Engineer
and Operations Manager.

RELATION BETWEEN APPLICANT AND ENGINEERS

It is expected that the applicant will extend normal courtesies to the District Engineer and
other District representative in giving reasonable notice of the time and place of work to
be inspected. In particular, the applicant shall:

• Notify the District in writing at least 48 hours in advance of the time of beginning
of construction; and

• Complete the work, including clean-up, to the point where the work complies
with the plans and specifications and is ready for acceptance by the District,
within the time limit provided.

WATER SERVICE STUBS

Service stub locations will be referenced and locations marked with a 2 x 4 stake.  Wire
will be attached to the service stub and the stake.  The 2 x 4 stake will be painted white
with the word “water” written on that portion facing the street.  These reference stakes
will be removed by District personnel only.  Service stubs will terminate in vertical
position 20-inches below finished grade of the lot to make them readily available by hand
digging by District personnel.  It is understood that if the reference stakes are removed or
destroyed and the service stub cannot be located in a reasonable time by other reference
information such as plat maps or curb markings.  The added expense in locating service
stubs will be the responsibility of the deveoper.

It shall be the responsibility of the developer to insure that his contractors and sub-
contractors are aware of the conditions of this regulation and act in compliance with these
terms.

WATER LINE EXTENSION DISTANCES

Extensions shall be constructed the full width of the property unless otherwise approved
by the District Engineer.
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VARIANCES

All variances from these requirements must be granted by the Commissioners.

The owner requesting a variance shall make written application to the Board of
Commissioners setting forth the name of the owner of the properties to be served, along
with the legal description of the property and a dimensioned sketch showing the proposed
installation.  The application shall state the reasons for requesting the variance and the
agreement of the applicant to pay all costs in the expenses of the District incurred in
processing the application.

The application for variance shall be accompanied by a fee which shall not be refundable
but which shall be applied to the costs and expenses of the District in processing the
application.

Upon receipt of the application a date shall be set for a public hearing on the application
and notice shall be sent to the property owners situated within 300 feet of the proposed
variance facility, containing a brief statement of the proposed variance and the date of
hearing, and a similar notice shall be published in the newspaper of record at least 10
days and no more than 20 days prior to the date set for the public hearing.

In considering the application for variance, the Commissioners shall consider the
following factors:

a. Whether or not the variance would have an adverse affect upon the
accomplishment of the System Plan.

b. Whether or not the proposed variance is consistent with the System Plan.
c. Whether or not there would be adverse effects upon the joining or

neighboring properties.
d. Any benefits to the District generally resulting from the proposed

variance.
e. Whether or not the applicant will be deprived of a use of his property

enjoyed by other property owners similarly situated.

A variance may be granted by the Commissioners only upon written justification.  Copies
of the written justification shall be mailed to the applicant, all parties entitled to notice
and all parties who make a written request for such
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II. CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS

Detailed construction contract specifications provide a framework for tender submissions,
agreement between the owner and contractor, general specifications, and detailed
specifications.

The District has recently updated its construction contract specifications based on the
specification used by Cedar River Water & Sewer District with modifications specific to
the District.   A copy of the contract document appears in Appendix 7-B.  It is the
District’s policy to support as much standardization as possible in the development of
contract specifications, and it will support regional contract specification initiatives that
are practical for District projects.

III. DESIGN DETAILS

Construction design details for the most common infrastructure elements are shown in
Appendix 7-C.  These detailed drawings are intended for use in all projects and are
available in both electronic and paper format for developer extension projects. It is the
District’s policy to support a common standard in design details especially with nearby
water purveyors.
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APPENDIX         7 - C INFASTRUCTURE CONSTRUCTION DESIGN DETAILS
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